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Chara&er^by
Burke*

1'fhair clofe this Iketch of Walpole's public chara&er in tlie Words of a,
celebrated writer, who alone feems to have fairly appreciated his merits and
fcanned his flefefts.

" He was an honourable man, and a found Whig. He was not, as the
Jacobites and difconteated Whigs of his own time have reprefented him,
aud as ill informed-people ftill reprefent him, a prodigal and corrupt rninifter.
They charged him, in their libels and feditious converfations, as having firft
reduced corruption to a fyftem. Such was their cant. But he was far from
governing by corruption, He governed by party attachments. The charge
of fyftematic corruption is lefs applicable to him* perhaps, than to any mi-
nifter who ever ferved the crown forJTo great a length of time. He gained
/over very few from the frppofition. Without being a genius of the firft clafs,
he was an intelligent, prudent, -and fafe minifter. He loved peace; and he
helped to communicate the fame difpofition to nations at leaft as warlike
and reftlefs as that in which he teed the chief direction of affairs. Though
he:ferved a mafter who was fond of martial fame, he kept all the eftablifh-"
rnents very low. The land tax continued at two Ihillings in-thie pound for
the greater part of his administration. The otherimpolitions were moderate.
The profound repofe, the equal liberty, the firm protection of juft laws>
during the long period of his power, were the principal caufes of that prof-
peri ty which took fuch rapid ftrides towards perfeftion; and which fur-
niflied to this nation, ability to aoquire the military glory-which it has lince
obtained, as well as to bear the burthens, the caufe and confequence of that
warlike reputation.. With many virtues, public and private, he had his
faults; but his faults were fuperficiaL A carelefs, coarfe, and over familiar
ftyle of difcourfe, without fufficient regard to perfons or occasions* and an
almoft total want of political decorum, were the errors by which he was moft
hurt in the public opinion, aiid thofe through which his enemies obtained
the gteateft advantage over him. But jufticemiaft be done. The prudence^
fteadinefs, and vigilance of that man, joined to the greateft poffible lenity
in his character and his politics, preferved the crown to this royal family^
and with it, their laws and liberties to this country *,"
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